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DEATH IN SUBMERGED VEHICLE* 


“The time to escape from a submerging vehicle is before it starts to sink,” according to Bernard 
J. Kuhn, H.S.D. (Doctor of Health and Safety) of the School of Police Administration, 
Michigan State University. 


The time to escape from a sinking car 

Is before it begins to sink. 

The writers of such distinguished prose 
Stop thinking before they think. 

A vehicle may be submerging or not, 

It may happen by fluke or plan 

The man who escapes from a sinking craft 
Or, frightened until he is nearly daft 
Can’t jump before sinking began. 

Sir, Bernard Kuhn may try as he will 

In a humpty-dumpty way 

By stopping such progress before it starts 
Like restoring rhythm to regular hearts 
By saying a senseless say. 

Too late to escape from sinking prose 

Just toss it upon the fire 

The tenses taut, gerunds not fresh 
Preterites caught in a squiggly mesh 

Of grammarians lost in the mire. 


L’ENVOI 


Princes and potentates hear the tune 

of the writing wizards of Med. Tribune 

and its Docs of Health and Safety. 

If you want to avoid all guilt of sin 

You must start your sinning before you begin 
But hurry, you must be hasty. 


B., Bean, M.D. 


*Medical Tribune, November 17, 1965, p. 10. 
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